






For open areas on private 
property, there is a large 
range of full-sized trees 
that can be used. 

For areas with overhead utility 
lines or narrow (24”-36” wide) 
planting strips, use more compact 
trees with smaller crowns.

For areas with no overhead utility 
lines and/or wider (36” width or 
greater) planting strips, taller trees 
with larger crowns can be used.  

SIDEWALKS: 
MINIMUM 4’ WIDE 
as mandated by ADA laws

WHAT IF THE PLANTING STRIP 
IS LESS THAN 30” WIDE?

SMALLER STREET TREES

Chinese Fringe Tree   
Chinese Pistache
Fringe Tree*
American Hornbeam
Amur Maple
Chalk Maple*
Trident Maple
Georgia Oak*
Eastern Redbud*
Serviceberry*

SMALLER STREET TREES:
RECOMMENDED SPECIES

LARGER STREET TREES

American Elm*
Bald Cypress
Blackgum
Chinese Elm
Siberian Elm
Winged Elm*
Ginkgo (male only)
Red Maple*
Southern Sugar Maple*
Nuttal Oak*
Overcup Oak*
Schumard Oak
Willow Oak
Pond Cypress
Sugarberry*

LARGER STREET TREES:
RECOMMENDED SPECIES

“YARD” TREES

American Beech*
American Chestnut*
American Elm*
Slippery Elm*
Ginkgo (male only)
Hackberry*
Bitternut Hickory*
Mockernut Hickory*
Pignut Hickory*
Sand Hickory*
Shagbark Hickory*
Southern Shagbark Hickory*
Black Oak*
Chestnut Oak*
Northern Red Oak*
Nuttal Oak*
Oglethorpe Oak*
Overcup Oak*
Pin Oak*
Post Oak*
Scarlet Oak*
Schumard Oak*
Southern Red Oak*
Swamp Chestnut Oak*
Swamp White Oak*
White Oak*
Willow Oak*
Pecan
Tulip Poplar*
Sugarberry*
Sweetgum (fruitless)*
Sycamore*

YARD TREES:
RECOMMENDED SPECIES

consider 
shrubs,ornamental grasses  

*an expanded list of tree species with botanical 
names is included within the Appendix
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fig. 4.10 2009 MASTERPLAN SHOWING REDEVELOPMENT AND FUTURE 
CONNECTIVITY OF MIDTOWN PROMENADE / MIDTOWN PLACE
Source: Atlanta BeltLine Sub Area 6 Masterplan

4.7 Garden District - BeltLine Connections

THE NEIGHBORHOOD’S SEVERED EASTERN EDGE: A HISTORY

Despite the importance and popularity of the 2.5-mile-long BeltLine Eastside Trail, no 
formal connection to it exists from the Midtown Garden District aside from the busy and 
problematic 10th/Monroe intersection.  In fact, aside from one ad hoc “dirt path” behind 
Trader Joes, the nearest other connection to Midtown is almost a mile south near Old 
4th Ward Park.    

Limited BeltLine connections existing today are actually just one aspect of a larger 
neighborhood connectivity issue dating back over a century.  The eastern edge of the 
Garden District has been disconnected from its neighbors since the opening of Spiller 
Park way back in 1907 (historic baseball park and home to the Atlanta Crackers team).  The 
park was redeveloped in the late-1960s into a strip retail shopping center, which was later 
dubbed “the Great Mall of China”.  In 1998, the property was again redeveloped following 
a lengthy legal battle between neighborhood leaders and the developer that centered 
around concerns over “water issues, traffic, noise, lighting and impact”  (article link).  

The resulting “Midtown Place” development (now almost two decades old) exists today 
as a major retail destination for dozens of surrounding intown neighborhoods.  It is, 
however, buffered from the Garden District via steep hills, retaining walls, opaque privacy 
fences and evergreen trees with no visual or physical connection.  Despite directly 
abutting Midtown Promenade (Movie Theatre, restaurants) to the north, the BeltLine 
trail to the east and the Garden District to the west, the sole access for Midtown Place is 
via just two curb cuts along Ponce De Leon to its south.  As a result, severe circulation 
and congestion issues have been prevalent along the large retail hub’s Ponce de Leon 
“front door”.  The 2015 opening of Ponce City Market (across the street) exacerbated 
these issues even further.        

BELTLINE INTERPARCEL CONNECTIVITY: RECENT PLANNING EFFORTS

These connectivity issues were studied extensively as part of several recent planning 
efforts such as Connect Atlanta and The BeltLine Subarea 6 Masterplan (2009).  The 
latter study, in particular, outlines several key connections between the Garden District 
and areas to the east, including:

•	 A ped/bike-oriented multi-use trail connecting 8th Street through Midtown 
Promenade to the BeltLine and extending through the GA Power property 
(VA Highlands area) to provide access to Inman Middle School

•	 Long-term street connections from Greenwood Avenue and St Charles 
Avenue to a future redeveloped and densified Midtown Place

It is important to acknowledge that these prior planning efforts occurred years before 
the implementation of the BeltLine Eastside Trail or Ponce City Market.  Furthermore, 
improvements related to improved circulation and pedestrian connectivity were contingent 
only upon (and likely only possible through) redevelopment of both the Midtown Place 
and Midtown Promenade sites.  However, recent research pointing to profitable retail 
performance and long-term tenant leases in these retail areas suggests they may not see 
redevelopment for a quite some time (article link).  In other words, the Garden District 
is unlikely to see circulation improvements to its east unless a short-term “temporary” 
solution is explored.
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CONNECTING THE GARDEN DISTRICT TO THE BELTLINE AND RETAIL IN 
THE SHORT-TERM

There are three short-term pedestrian/bicycle connections that would significantly improve 
quality of life through improved neighborhood access:  

1.	Garden District to Midtown Place/Midtown Promenade

2.	Garden District to the BeltLine Eastside Trail

3.	Midtown Place to Midtown Promenade

The master plan recommends exploration of short-term ped/bike connection(s) 
between these three areas, even if temporary prior to parcel redevelopment.  Shown 
conceptually as Project S.6 on the Capital Projects Map, it might be possible to connect 
the neighborhood with retail and BeltLine as part of one singular ADA-compliant bike/
ped path.  
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From St. Charles Avenue, 
potential pedestrian/bike 
connection to Midtown Place 
includes less grade change.  
However, location less direct 
connection to BeltLine 
and Midtown Promenade 
and likely more significant 
as parking impacts.

From Greenwood Avenue, 
pedestrian/bike connection 
more direct to BeltLine and 
Midtown Promenade.  However, 
significant grade change 
between Greenwood and 
Midtown Place parking lot.

fig. 4.11  POTENTIAL SHORT-TERM 
BELTLINE BIKE/PED CONNECTION 
OPTIONS
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4.8 Stormwater Infrastructure Improvements

Persistent flooding on private property was one of the main issues discussed throughout 
the planning process.  As a follow-up to the general assessment of topography and 
stormwater flow (described in Section 1.3) during early phases of the effort, the planning 
team gathered 2016 stormwater and sewer GIS data from the City of Atlanta Department 
of Watershed Management.  Figure 4.12 displays the locations of stormwater lines, inlets, 
catch basins and manholes within the Garden District.  Although a hydrology study was 
not conducted as part of this planning process, a cursory review of the map data points 
to several fundamental stormwater infrastructure issues:

•	 overall storm line sizes (diameters, and presumably ages) vary greatly overall 
and likely do not correspond to sizes needed to handle major rain events

•	 several locations indicate storm lines that seemingly “dead-
end” (near Argonne/6th and Argonne/5th, for instance)

•	much of the neighborhood includes combined stormwater/
sewer lines (confirming the many complaints from 
residents about sanitary issues, fumes, etc.)

•	 a severe lack of stormwater infrastructure around the most persistently-
flooding area along Vedado Way near Grady High School area

Overall, the data seems to confirm many of the complaints heard through the planning 
process.  The severity of the issue seems to go beyond clogged inlets, requiring a more 
holistic approach that includes a thorough study, analysis and plan for improving the 
neighborhood’s aging infrastructure.  

Moving forward, it is recommended that the neighborhood pursue several strategies 
related to stormwater infrastructure improvements over the next 5-10 years:

•	 engage a professional civil engineer to thoroughly study existing 
stormwater systems and hydrological patterns in order to more 
specifically identify deficiencies and problem areas

•	 once a detailed stormwater assessment is complete, work with the 
City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management to develop both 
short-term and long-term stormwater improvement projects

•	 require more localized (parcel/block-specific) stormwater 
infrastructure improvements such as stormwater planters (i.e. 
bioswales) on both private properties and within the ROW

Flooding near the intersection of Greenwood Avenue & Vedado Way, 2016

Stormwater planters recently-installed at 5th and Juniper Streets catch surface runoff prior to 
entering stormwater lines, reducing impacts on individual properties as well burden on storm lines
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Source: City of Atlanta Department of Watershed Management GIS data
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Great open spaces don’t have to be permanent: a pocket park near 18th and West Peachtree Streets 
was implemented as a temporary amenity space through a 5-year lease of a vacant property

Less is more: a “parklette” installed within just a 500 square-foot space in Atlanta’s Castleberry Hill 
neighborhood has become a key neighborhood meeting/social space

4.9 Greenspace Expansion

While the Garden District benefits greatly from its close proximity to Piedmont Park, the 
park hosts hundreds of major festivals annually and serves visitors throughout the city, 
state and region.  The neighborhood lacks alternatives to Piedmont Park with virtually no 
other public park spaces within the interior of the neighborhood.  For example, residents 
in the district living south of 6th Street are beyond a 10-minute walk from Piedmont 
Park, suggesting a dramatically higher likelihood of simply driving to another adjacent 
park.  While greenspace creation is envisioned as part of longer-term redevelopment 
of Midtown Promenade and/or Midtown Place (Home Depot, Whole Foods, etc.), limited 
opportunities exist for shorter-term neighborhood greenspace expansion.  

Part of the master planning process included identifying potentially-underutilized spaces 
(even if small) that could be improved, expanded and/or programmed to allow use from 
a wider wide range of neighborhood residents.  As illustrated in Figure 1.10 (located in 
Part One), potential spaces identified included the front “lawn” of Grady High School 
(Charles Allen frontage), the “traffic islands” along Vedado Way and Greenwood Avenue 
as well as, a large portion of underused surface parking on a portion of the Yaraab 
Temple property.  The neighborhood should continue to look for opportunities to create 
new common areas within the neighborhood (potentially through partnerships with  
neighboring commercial or institutional parcels), as well as pursue volunteer efforts, 
grants or other opportunities to better-program underused passive green spaces.
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